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Peter Egger is chef/owner of the Breadalbane Inn, in Fergus, Ontario, just north of
Guelph. Built with traditional Scottish architecture in 1860, its Victorian
ambience is traditional, with neo-Gothic accents, detailed woodwork and high

ceilings. The inn has eight suites, some with Jacuzzis and fireplaces, and four deluxe
suites in the carriage house.
Egger began his cooking apprenticeship in Toronto at George Brown College before
moving to Switzerland where he worked in two boutique restaurants. In 1994, he
opened his first restaurant, the Schoolhouse Country Inn, in Belwood, close to Fergus,
which is where he heard about the Breadalbane being for sale� �We fell in love with
the building,� Egger says. �There is something majestic about stone buildings; they are
irreplaceable.� 
Egger�s culinary prowess comes into play in the Maple Shade Dining Room and the
Fergusson Room pub where he features traditional Scottish pub fare and microbrewery
beer. It is a popular place I assure you.
Egger sees his role as chef/owner having numerous advantages, one being a paramount
understanding of the inner workings of a commercial kitchen. This is critical because
the kitchen is a major cost centre of any inn due to the amount of labour required to run
it well.
Restaurant kitchens can be run by cooks, but �I prefer to eat in restaurants that have a
chef,� Egger says. �You know the food is prepared on site. There are so many
restaurants that rely on processed foods; we still make everything from scratch, which
is challenging because we are dealing with natural ingredients that are not always the
same and when two different people make the identical dish, personal taste is always
involved.�
Breadalbane Inn:
www.breadalbaneinn.com
888-842-2825

BY PAMELA DELANEY

Michael Salmon is chef and co-owner, with his wife Mary Jo Brink, of the
Hartstone Inn in the seaside resort of Camden, Maine. Hartstone is
handsomely striking with its clapboard exterior and trademark Americana

dØcor, right down to the wrought-iron cockerel weathervane.
Part of what sets apart this chef-owned inn is the dual experience of enjoying a getaway
at an inn with fine dining on site and the pleasure of attending cooking classes
conducted by Salmon. 
Salmon and Brink fell in love with the inn at first sight ten years ago. �The Inn had a
lot of physical charm with the Mansard roof, beautiful old woodwork, hardwood floors
and some spacious rooms,� Salmon said. �Another key factor was the location,� he
added. �It is the closest inn to the harbour and downtown part of the village.�
This is an inn for food lovers and Salmon acknowledges his pivotal role in that image.
�Having a good chef at an inn is vital to making it a desirable place for a �foodie�
holiday,� he said. At the Hartstone Inn, guests really eat, full breakfast, tea and cookies
in the afternoon, and a five-course gourmet dinner with wine. The inn also organizes
picnic lunches and tours of wineries, cheese-makers and pastry shops. In the slower
season, the inn offers a bistro-style menu, martini happy hour, Saturday brunch and
fashion shows, group cooking classes and private "chef for a day" cooking classes.
Salmon accurately notes that being an innkeeper also means being handy around the
home. �I encourage chefs to get experience under their belts before taking on such a
venture but the rewards at the end of the day are incredible,� he said. �I can�t think of
another business that I would rather be in.�
Inspired at a young age by the talents of Julia Child it was Salmon�s great joy when she
dined at the Hartstone Inn in August 2001. Salmon himself has published two
cookbooks, the latest, In the Kitchen with Michael Salmon, is available in many
bookstores.
Both Egger and Salmon agree that being a chef and owning an inn are a natural
combination, but having capable help, such as their wives and staff, enable them to
properly pay attention to the food they create, and more importantly, personal contact
with guests. The operation of a small inn is a highly hands-on endeavour.
Hartstone Inn
www.hartstoneinn.com
207-236-4259

As the former owner of two restaurants, I find it curious
that chefs own so few inns. I spoke with two
chef/innkeepers and they reinforced my belief that a
love of food and friends marries perfectly.
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